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Emir receives Sudan FM

The Emir H H Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani received Sudanese Foreign 
Minister Ali Ahmed Karti yesterday at the Emiri Diwan.  They discussed bilateral 
relations and matters of common concern.

Qatar’s legal system upholds equality
Rights of citizens, expats granted equal protection: Chief Justice

DOHA: Qatar has a fully independent 
judicial system that guarantees protec-
tion to  the rights of the citizens and the 
residents in equal terms. The country’s 
constitution and legal system are up to 
international standards, the Chief Justice 
Masood bin Mohammad Al Ameri said 
here yesterday.

Delivering the keynote address at the 
“Chief Justices Panel” on the concluding day 
of  Qatar Legal Forum, the Chief Justice said 
the citizens and the residents must support 
each other in strengthening the rule of law. 
Both these sections have equal access to the 
system to protect their respective rights.

The Chief Justices panel addressed the 
question how to foster a global under-
standing and commitment to the rule of 
law. Chaired by The Lord Chief Justice of 
England and Wales, Lord Judge,  the panel 
was comprised of the Chief Justices of 
Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Rwanda and The 
State of Queensland.  

Lord Judge stressed that a global under-
standing to the rule of law need not involve a 
discussion based constitutional theory but one 
of the rule of law in peoples’ everyday lives and 
realities, such as living in safety and having 

enough to eat.  The purpose of the Qatar Law 
Forum 2012 was to examine the rule of law 
from a global perspective, and over 60 coun-
tries were represented at the Forum. This 
great diversity in jurisdictions and cultures 

were reflected in the remarks of the Chief 
Justices, as the audience heard accounts of the 
rule of law from a country which had emerged 
from genocide (Rwanda), reformed since the 
collapse of the Soviet empire (Azerbaijan) and 
where martial law was still in recent mem-
ory (Bangladesh). In stark contrast,  Paul 
de Jersey, the Chief Justice of Queensland 
stated that although the rule of law is strong 
in his jurisdiction, the greatest challenge in 
Queensland was that it is taken for granted 
and there is a danger of complacency. 

Lord Judge ended the session by looking 
to the rule of law in the future. He remarked 
how the speed of technological change was 
remarkable and the exchange of information 
between people of different nations across 
the globe would undoubtedly help to foster 
a greater global understanding of the rule 
of law in the coming years. 

Highlights of the afternoon included 
a keynote speech from the Minister of 
Finance and Economy of Qatar H E Yousuf 
Hussein Kamal and sessions on the role of 
international courts in advancing the rule 
of law and freedom of communication and 
expression in times of change.

THE PENINSULA

 From left:  Ramiz Rzayev, Chairman, Supreme Court of Azerbaijan; Paul de Jersey, Chief Justice of Queensland; Lord Chief Justice of England 
and Wales; Sam Rugege, Chief Justice of Rwanda and Mohamed Muzzammel Hossain, Chief Justice of Bangladesh, during a panel discussion 
yesterday.  (SALIM MATRAMKOT) 

Masood bin Mohammad Al Ameri addressing 
the Qatar Law Forum yesterday.

Qatar Charity 
to rehabilitate 
facilities 
at Al Quds 
University
DOHA: Qatar Charity 
(QC) will rehabili-
tate facilities at the 
Palestinian University 
of Al Quds at a cost of 
QR4.5m in a project to 
be funded by the Gulf 
Cooperation Council and 
the management of the 
Islamic Development 
Bank in Jeddah.

The project will 
improve facilities at Al 
Quds Open University in 
Rafah and Jabaliya, aim-
ing to provide a suitable 
learning environment 
by improving infra-
structure, as well as the 
quality of educational 
services provided at the 
university.

In Rafah, QC will build 
classrooms, an admin-
istrative area, a prayer 
room and student canteen, 
including electric fences 
and gates. At the Jabaliya 
site, QC will increase 
classrooms and provide a 
canteen, prayer room and 
elevators.

The improvements are 
expected to take around 
12 months and QC will 
begin engineering plans 
and operational imple-
mentation over the com-
ing weeks.

QC Palestine is cur-
rently running 13 projects 
helping those affected by 
the occupation, includ-
ing the supply of medical 
equipment for univer-
sity laboratories and the 
expansion and renovation 
of schools.

These projects are 
funded by the Qatar 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and the GCC, 
plus private donors, and 
are valued at QR70m. QC 
Palestine will also provide 
30 tonnes of sacrificed 
meat to the poor over the 
next few weeks.
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