
Painting exhibition opens

 Mohamed Eisa Al Jabri from the Ministry of Culture, Arts & Heritage opening the Splash of Colours – 
Painting Exhibition by Seetha Menon and Chaitra Somanath.
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Listen to people’s 
aspirations, urge 
legal experts
Qatar Law Forum holds plenary session
DOHA: Constitutional experts 
and legal luminaries have called 
on the political leadership of the 
Arab countries to ensure the 
aspirations of the people are 
reflected in the constitutions 
that are pending amendments. 

Attending a plenary session on   
the “Rule of Law and Change in 
the Arab World” at Qatar Law 
Forum here yesterday, the experts 
warned that the people who led 
the revolution will not be happy 
until the constitution of their 
respective nations reflect their 
original aspirations. “The peo-
ple’s fundamental rights have to 
be guaranteed. Should the aspira-
tions of people are not reflected in 
the constitution, the Arab Spring 
swept countries would witness yet 
another wave of discontentment”, 
they warned.

“We have to be aware that 
the leaders who are responsi-
ble for legislation must guaran-
tee the judiciary is independent. 
The most important thing is not 
what is written in the constitu-
tion.  But must make ensure that 
it is executed”,  Hasim Killic, the 
President of the Constitutional 
Court of the Republic of Turkey.

There should be proper leg-
islative and judicial institutions 
that make sure that the people’s 

voices are heard.  International 
organization must play a role to 
support the mechanism for con-
stitutional institution. The consti-
tution must have a high degree of 
quality, equity and dignity.

Justice Dr Hassan Al Sayed of 
Qatar Financial Centre Civil and 
Commercial Court and former 
Dean of the University of Qatar 
Law School set the tone of the 
debate by presenting a paper 
on “Comparing Constitutions”. 
Justice Al Sayed said the Arab 
Spring was not only important in 
terms of overthrowing the des-
potic regimes and dictators but 
will be remembered for bringing 
in radical amendments in the 
existing constitutions of Arab 
countries.

“The year 2011 was not only 
bursting with Arab revolutions 
against despotic regimes and dic-
tators, but it was also the year of 
Arab constitutions. Most of the 
Arab states, from the Sultanate 
of Oman to the East, till the 
kingdom of Morocco to the West, 
witnessed either a change or an 
amendment to constitutions”. At 
least 60 percent of Arab coun-
tries have made changes to their 
constitutions in 2011 and not just 
those directly involved in the 
Arab Spring, he said.

 Justice Dr Hassan Al Sayed speaking at the plenary session of  Qatar Law Forum yesterday.   (ABDUL BASIT) 

Justice Al Sayed called for a 
total transparency and public 
involvement in the making of the 
fresh constitution. “People must 
be informed of the discussion held 
in the sessions of the constituent 
society in the event of a refer-
endum. Media must be allowed 
to publish the discussions of the 
draft so that the people must have 
an opportunity to understand its 
content ahead of carrying out the 

referendum, he said. 
Abdhulhafeedh Ghoga, former 

vice president of Libya, Jordan 
Ryan, Director, Bureau of Crisis 
Prevention and Recovery, UN, 
Judge Abdullah bin Hussan 
Buainain, President of the 
Legislation Committee of Bahrain 
and Sir Jeffrey Jowell, Director, 
Bingham Centre for the Rule of 
Law were among other panelists.

Lord  Phillips, President of the 

Supreme Court, UK and the chair 
of the panel wrapped up  that 
Arab Spring did not itself cause 
the Arab  Spring; it was the abuse 
of the executive power and a lack 
of respect for the rule of law.

The day saw lively debates on 
‘anti-corruption’ and ‘the role 
of ethics and law in finance’. 
Baroness Scotland, former 
Attorney General of England and 
Wales chaired the opening session 

with participants from Egypt, 
Zambia, Hungary, Qatar and the 
World Bank providing valuable 
insights into what measures can 
be taken to eliminate corruption 
from the public sphere.

H E Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Saud Al Thani, Governor, Qatar 
Central Bank, chaired the session 
on resolving disputes over Islamic 
Finance.
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Qatar Foundation set for fifth convocation
DOHA: The fifth annual convo-
cation of the Qatar Foundation 
will celebrate achievements of 
373 students in a wide range of 
subjects including design, medi-
cine, computer science, Islamic 
studies and engineering on 
Tuesday. 

The Education City universities 
will also celebrate their achieve-
ments and convocations individu-
ally at separate events. 

VCU-Q’s ‘BFA & MFA 
Showcase 2012’

Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Qatar presents the 
‘BFA & MFA Showcase 2012’, 
the annual exhibition of Qatar’s 
graduating artists and designers 
today with an opening reception 
at the Saffron Hall at VCU-Qatar. 
The event is open to the public.

The BFA & MFA Showcase 

is an exhibition celebrating the 
work of all graduating students 
featuring a wide range of work 
that represents the culmina-
tion of the techniques and con-
cepts developed throughout 
their experience at VCUQatar. 
The Showcase also provides an 
opportunity to view a selection 
of work by Design Foundation 
students. 

The Showcase has been con-
ceived as a ‘satellite exhibition’, 
with visitors invited to go on their 
own mini-tour of the VCU-Qatar 
building and discover the depart-
mental exhibition zones located 
over three floors. This exhibition 
also contributes to the wider 
Graduation celebrations taking 
place around the same time.

Texas A&M
Texas A&M University in Qatar 

will graduate over 80 engineers 
during its annual commencement 
ceremony at the Qatar National 
Convention Centre on Thursday. 
Dr Nasser Mohammed Marafih, 
chief executive officer, Qtel 
Group, will offer the commence-
ment address. 

The Minister of Energy and 
Industry H E Dr Mohammed bin 
Saleh Al Sada, and Texas A&M 
at Qatar Joint Advisory Board 
Chairman, will also participate 
in the ceremony.

Dr Mark H Weichold, Dean 
and CEO, said, “As they go for-
ward into the workplace, graduate 
studies or other pursuits, Qatar 
can count on these individuals to 
engineer a world of difference.”

Dr Karan L Watson, provost 
and executive vice president for 
academic affairs, Texas A&M 
University, added, “I am proud 

of the high quality of engi-
neering graduates in Texas 
A&M University at Qatar’s 
class of 2012. They are 
strong representations of 
the excellence for which 
Texas A&M University is 
known around the world.”

SFS-Q 
SFS-Q Seniors Reminisce 

About Their Georgetown 
Experience at Graduation

Georgetown University 
School of Foreign Service 
in Qatar will graduate its 
fourth class of 31 seniors 

on Saturday with 11 majoring in 
Culture and Politics and 20 in 
International Politics. 

Dean Gerd Nonneman 
expressed his pride regarding 
the graduating seniors by stating, 
“The Class of 2012 is the perfect 
embodiment of the Georgetown 
values of the pursuit of excellence, 
‘contemplation in action, and the 
engagement with their surround-
ing societies and the world at 
large, that is represented in such 
mottos as ‘Men and Women for 
Others’. 

They take these values into 
their professional lives or 
further study, boosted by the 
broad-based education and spe-
cialist training in ‘International 
Pol i t ics ’ ,  ‘ Internat ional 
Economics’, or ‘Culture and 
Politics’, that Georgetown 
University in Qatar has given 
them. They will make a dif-
ference,  and the Georgetown 
family wishes them every suc-
cess. In a series of interviews 
the graduates provide insights 
into their life before and dur-
ing their Georgetown years in 
Qatar 

Jibin George Koshy, born and 
raised in Qatar and in the Indian 
school system of secondary educa-
tion and traveled to India for col-
lege being uncertain about what 
he wanted to study for his career. 
“That’s why it was a big challenge 
for me to come back to Qatar,” he 
said. “I was used to an education 

system in which rote-learning is 
favored and questioning the pro-
fessor is unacceptable.” 

Embarking on an entirely 
new course upon his return to 
Qatar, Koshy began a degree 
in International Relations at 
Georgetown University School of 
Foreign Service in Qatar, a liberal 
arts program offering an entirely 
different world-view than what he 
learned through his business and 
science courses.

Johara al Thani is a soft-spoken, 
thoughtful young woman. Her 
presence immediately demands 
respect, in its understated sig-
nal of a keen intelligence. She is 
a Culture and Politics major at 
Georgetown University School of 
Foreign Service in Qatar.

 “The things I’ll remember 
most are the people,” she said, 
when asked about her experi-
ence during her four year under-
graduate degree at SFS-Q. “The 
friends, the professors… I never 
would have thought it would be 
possible to form such strong 
bonds.”

Al Thani participated in a vari-
ety of extra-curricular activities 
during her four-year undergradu-
ate degree at SFS-Q, broadening 
her experience beyond the class-
room; in particular she became 
heavily involved, the SFS-Q 
HELP club providing English 
tutorial services to manual lab-
orers in Qatar.
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Attiyah chairs 
UN climate 
conference 
in Germany
BONN: The Chairman of the 
Administrative Control and 
Transparency Authority and 
President of the 18th Conference 
of the United Nations 
Conference on Climate Change 
(COP18) H E Abdullah bin 
Hamad Al Attiyah yesterday 
chaired a session entitled “the 
way to Qatar Climate Change 
Conference COP 18”, enlisted as 
part of events of the ministe-
rial meeting on climate change 
which ended yesterday in the 
German city of Bonn. 

Al Attiyah, in his capacity as 
President of COP18, thanked 
South Africa “for granting us this 
important opportunity, which 
allows me to focus as incoming 
president of the 18th Conference of 
the Parties (COP18) to the United 
Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
and the 8th Parties to the Kyoto 
Protocol (CMP), on the task ahead 
and to gain some early insight into 
the views of the different parties”. 

He said this session was focused 
on the Ad Hoc Working Group on 
Further Commitments for Annex 
I Parties under the Kyoto Protocol 
((AWG-KP & LCA). Al Attiyah 
said: “I look forward to meeting 
with the AWG-KP Chair to have 
a detailed update, as I have sat 
with the LCA Chair in which he 
explained the systematic approach 
that was taken in putting forth the 
agenda for the upcoming Bonn 
Session and I look forward to clos-
ing all pending work in Doha. 

“I would like to hear from 
you, your aspirations in what 
Doha can deliver, beyond the KP 
amendment, and building upon 
the previous successes that have 
been achieved in Cancun and 
Durban as we move forward. This 
will only be possible by ensuring 
that we have a continuous debate 
and transparent line of communi-
cation with all parties, which will 
enable a comprehensive effort to 
achieve progress,” Al Attiyah said. 

The participants  expressed the 
hope that talks on the commit-
ments for Annex I Parties under 
the Kyoto Protocol (AWGKP) 
would be completed in Doha and 
the ensuing further commitments 
for the decrease of emissions. The 
session was attended by President 
of the COP 17 Kuana Mashabani, 
and Secretary General of the 
United Nations Convention on 
Climate Change Christina Figures.
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