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Syrian govt’s attempts at reform ‘ridiculous’
Justice Hassan al-Sayed, jus-

tice of the QFC Civil and 
Commercial Court, has criti-

cised the Syrian government’s 
attempts at reform, describing 
them as “ridiculous” and disin-
genuous, as they have done noth-
ing to reduce presidential power. 

Justice al-Sayed was critical of 
the fact that even after reforms 
were passed, the law states that 
the president remains in offi  ce 
even if Parliament is dissolved, 
and the president has the right 
to dissolve Parliament arbitrar-
ily. The president eff ectively has 
sole legislative power, and can 
appoint the chief of the consti-
tutional court and the chief of 
the supreme judicial council. 

Justice al-Sayed made these 
remarks at the opening of a ple-
nary session during the Qatar 
Law Forum on “The Rule of Law 
and Change in the Arab World,” 
which addressed the causes and 
eff ects of the Arab Spring on le-
gal systems. 

Sir Jeff rey Jowell, director of 
the Bingham Centre for the Rule 

of Law, said that the Arab Spring 
has helped to clarify the mean-
ing of the term ‘rule of law’, “to 
a greater extent than it has been 
defi ned before, and making it 
clear what its particular ingredi-
ents may be.” 

Jowell explained that follow-
ing the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, a “great wave” of reform 
swept across the region regard-
ing the rule of law, and the wave 
is now coming to the Middle 
East. 

The rule of law is “indispensa-
ble for the purpose of delivering 
just outcomes in the daily lives 
of individuals, and it is becom-
ing clearer still that the rule of 
law is not a vague concept…it 
is quite sharp and has a number 
of ingredients that are not only 
suitable for the developed world, 
but for all countries.” 

Jowell stressed that all coun-
tries are diff erent, and the rule 
of law must fi t countries in dif-
ferent ways through its insti-
tutions, growing “naturally on 
their own soil. Rules must be 

certain, they must not be arbi-
trarily imposed. People must 
have access to challenge laws 
that aff ect them, and there must 
be an independent judiciary and 
hearings must be fair.”

Jowell said that changes have 
come across the region either 
from the top at a government level 

or from grass-roots movements. 
In his opening address, Justice 

al-Sayed outlined the total over-
haul of Libya, as well as the indi-
vidual circumstances of Tunisia, 
Egypt, Syria and Bahrain. 

Lord Phillips, president of the 
Supreme Court of the United 
Kingdom, pointed out that even 

countries that have not seen 
mass demonstrations are not 
immune to change, as Algeria 
has recently implemented polit-
ical reforms to try and prevent an 
Arab Spring within its borders. 

The panel tried to identify 
the root causes of the region-
wide uprising, and while they 

agreed that each country’s case 
was unique, either the abuse or 
absence of the rule of law, was 
a common theme across the re-
gion. 

Jordan Ryan, director of the 
Bureau for Crisis Prevention and 
Recovery – United Nations, said 
that a 2002 UN report on Arab 
human development pointed to 
signifi cant defi cits that, in hind-
sight, were indicators of future 
turbulence. These included defi -
cits in governance, defi cits in liv-
ing standards, women’s empow-
erment, justice, human rights, 
access to education, services and 
human security. 

“If you take those defi cits 
both individually and across the 
board throughout the Arab na-
tions, one can see why growing 
frustration in individuals living 
in societies where a lack of par-
ticipation, lack of engagement, 
a youth bulge, changing oppor-
tunities that one can see from 
other societies, a social media 
expansion, the 2009 situation 
in Iran where Twitter and social 

media got people on the streets 
- a whole raft of changes,” led to 
mass uprisings. 

Hasim Kilic, president of the 
Constitutional Court of Turkey, 
agreed that the rule law cannot 
exist without human dignity; 
there can be no human digni-
ty without human rights, and 
without human rights you have 
anger. This combined with an 
imbalance of income and other 
injustices forces that anger to 
spill out on the streets. 

Ryan concluded that the abil-
ity and willingness of the state to 
actually have checks and balances 
on its actions is the ultimate sig-
nifi er of meaningful change. 
Constitutions have to have lim-
its, and be inclusive of people 
who are typically not listened to 
and included in decision making, 
whether it’s women, minorities or 
those who are not favoured by the 
state. Capacity building in leg-
islative bodies, women’s groups, 
and civil society groups is also 
absolutely necessary in balancing 
executive power.  Page 11

Senior legal experts listen to an address by Justice Hassan al-Sayed at the Qatar Law Forum. 

Qatar Charity
to rebuild 
Palestinian
university

Qatar Charity (QC) 
will rehabilitate fa-
cilities at the Uni-

versity of Al-Quds at a cost 
of QR4.5mn in a project to 
be funded by the Gulf Co-
operation Council and the 
management of the Islamic 
Development Bank Jeddah.

Khalid al-Wakeel, di-
rector of Programmes at 
QC Palestine and Jihad al-
Batsh, vice-president of the 
University, signed the mem-
orandum of understand-
ing in the presence of Imad 
Qasim, QC constructions 
offi  cer in Gaza Strip and of-
fi cials from Al-Quds Open 
University.

The project will improve 
facilities at Al-Quds Open 
University in Rafah and 
Jabaliya, aiming to provide 
a suitable learning envi-
ronment by improving in-
frastructure, as well as the 
quality of educational serv-
ices provided at the univer-
sity.

In Rafah, QC will build 
classrooms, an administra-
tive area, a prayer room and 
student canteen, including 
electric fences and gates.

At the Jabaliya site, QC 
will increase classrooms and 
provide a canteen, prayer 
room and elevators.

The improvements are 
expected to take around 12 
months and QC will begin 
engineering plans and oper-
ational implementation over 
the coming weeks.

At the signing ceremony, 
those involved expressed 
their gratitude and happi-
ness at QC’s eff orts; partic-
ularly throughout the cur-
rent siege of the Gaza Strip.

QC Palestine is currently 
running 13 projects helping 
those aff ected by the occu-
pation, including the supply 
of medical equipment for 
university laboratories and 
the expansion and renova-
tion of schools.

These projects are funded 
by the Qatar Ministry of For-
eign Aff airs and the GCC, plus 
private donors, and are valued 
at QR70mn. QC Palestine will 
also provide 30 tonnes of sac-
rifi ced meat to the poor over 
the next few weeks.

Khalid al-Wakeel, director of Programmes at QC Palestine, and Jihad al-Batsh, 
vice-president of the University of Al-Quds, at a signing ceremony. 

QCB chief stresses need

to strengthen legal system

HE the Governor of Qa-
tar Central Bank (QCB) 
Sheikh Abdullah bin 

Saud al-Thani, who is also 
chairman of the Qatar Finan-
cial Centre Regulatory Author-
ity, has underlined  the  Qa-
tar National Vision 2030 and 
its implementation strategy 
aimed at developing the fi nan-
cial services sector by making  
this sector more fl exible . 

Speaking at a panel discus-
sion entitled “The role of eth-
ics and law in the fi nancial 

system”, the QCB governor 
as chair of the meeting which 
was held as part of the activi-
ties of  the Qatar Law Forum,  
stressed the need to strength-
en the legal system and  legis-
lations that govern all services 
and fi nancial activities so that 
they keep pace with the latest 
global systems and practices in 
order to address the changes of 
global economy. 

Sheikh Abdullah bin Saud 
al-Thani said that necessary 
legislative measures have now  
been prepared to unify and 
promote the performance of 
the fi nancial regulatory and 
supervisory bodies in Qatar. 
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